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Artist Statement

Thomas Ngan

I've been thinking about how life is often fulfilled by the things we have yet to see. It is this realization
that gives rise to the “Before the Unseen”. All our paths are forever obscured by a veil of mist we call
“time”. While it limits all that we can take hold of, yet the light that pierces through the mist—hope—
flickers across time, existing only because the unknown stands beside it.

Continuing the white rose series allowed me to feel that tension even more palpably — the
bewilderment that surrounds us in life, and the quiet yet genuine pull of something that lies beyond
the present. At the same time, | began to see new ways in which structure and abstraction could
speak to one another.

When realism reached a point where details and aesthetics began to conflict, the only way to
move forward is abstraction. There may be thousands of approaches, but at their core, there’s
only one direction: forms are reduced into lines — not as outlines of objects, but as symbols
and marks that precede shapes, even precede conscious interpretation. This led me into the
history of Chinese calligraphy and Eastern aesthetics, where a single stroke carries breath,
weight, and depth. | am also inspired by the subtle palettes in Japanese mineral painting and
the depth achieved through surface flatness — the understated tonal elegance and the gentle
shimmer of mineral textures. Putting all these influences together has expanded my visual
vocabulary, giving the protagonist more room to breathe within the composition and more
ways to speak.

I'm still combing through my own life in the midst of all this—continuing to prune what is frail, so
that what is firmly rooted and well-nourished can thrive. | don't regard darkness as the
inevitable antithesis to light; it is simply a part of reality. | need to acknowledge that, allow it to pass
through, and keep walking toward the white rose. Painting has become my way of reminding myself
of this.

What | hope to offer is a kind of awareness — a space before understanding strikes, before vision
takes shape, where one can still be cherished in vulnerability and still hold hope in moments of loss.
It is because of this era, and her veil, that these works have come into being. Before what is yet unseen,
allow me to wait quietly.
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