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Artist’s Statement
“Women” Solo Exhibition
Ma Desheng

In my consciousness, women are goddesses, and no compliment can
truly reach the zenith of their beauty. Every artist has the liberty to
fashion their vision of the goddess, guided by their aesthetic and
creative instincts. This freedom gives rise to a myriad of mythically
marvellous beings, each shaped by nuanced perspectives. In turn,
these creations define the distinctive artistic styles of their creators.
Art doesn’t require explanation—it must be felt and reflected upon,
leading to varied interpretations by individual beholders. That is the
true charm of art.

Since 1980, my “Woman” series has been in a constant state of
evolution and reinvention. In the beginning of my female form
creation, my depictions of women were primarily in black-and-white
ink. Later, | began experimenting with acrylic on canvas, exploring
more unapologetically vivid colour palettes. For instance, Hesrtation,
Looking Back, and Cloaked in Whispers, created between 2012 and 2013, feature subdued, hazy
tones interspersed with dappled specks of colour, bringing the graceful forms of women into sharp
relief. In recent years, | have ventured into creating sculptural depictions of the female figure adorned
in vibrant and striking shades, with the intention of revealing women’s enigmatic elegance and
confidence in a raw, minimalistic, and unfiltered manner, with few frills. These transformations are not
changes for the sake of style but bursts of artistic impulses. Every form is born from the soul of art. A
style deliberately pursued is devoid of soul. The naturally luminous form of women deserves full credit
for driving the shifts, elevation, and sublimation of my artistic expression and language.

Since moving to Paris in 1986, France has become the wellspring of my creative journey and the gem
of catalyst for my artistic breakthroughs. It is within France—and the European cultural milieu in
general—that | was profoundly influenced and inspired by some of the most impactful modern
Western artists of the 20th century. One of them is Henri Matisse (1869-1954), a leading figure of
Modern Art and a representative of Fauvism. My ink depictions of women engage in a larger-than-
life dialogue with Matisse—a collision of black and white with colour that results in a serene exchange
with the master. However, my colourful works of women transcend dialogue; they are my
presentation and tribute to Matisse, a parade of my women before him. And | must clarify that | am
not referring to “paintings of women” but to “women” themselves. At this stage, dialogue becomes
redundant. Instead, the canvas creates a parallel universe where Matisse and | can raise our glasses
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of wine and silently admire each other’s creations of the female form. As long

as the soul of art remains clear, it will possess its own unique language, one that is not artificially
pursued.

In the “Woman” series, | have fused the two lifelong inspirations of my art— “stone” and “woman”—
into a form of expression that is both unique and thought-provoking. Stones are eternal, and so are
women. Combining the two creates a “super eternity,” which is the inspiration behind merging
women’s figures with stones in my art. Fashioning a stone into the shape of a women and casting a
woman in the form of stone through biomorphism represent my pinnacle praise for women. This
concept fuels my boundless creative passion and invites viewers to engage in profound reflection.
Such reflection goes beyond recognising the physical beauty of women’s bodies and forms; it ascends
to an appreciation of the strength, resilience, and noble beauty that women embody.

Throughout my life, | have pursued an ideal of natural, eternal, and resilient beauty. The Earth itself
began as a giant stone, and it will end as one. From nothingness to existence, and then back to
nothingness—ultimately, nothing truly happens. The highest spiritual state lies between being and
non-being, and this is the essence of my “Rock” series.

The “Woman” series naturalises, eternalises and idealises the existence of women and their inherent
values, which all hinges and are driven by my earnest exaltation for the elegance of female forms and
virtues that women represent.

| feel greatly honoured and thrilled to stage my solo exhibition in London as the inaugural show of
3812 London Gallery’s relocation to The Whiteley. The selected collection of artworks showcased
under the 'Woman' theme this time, which come in large scale, are all conceived out of my reverence
and admiration for women’s forms, the ideologies they symbolise, and the qualities they embody. On
top of the ethos running through my Woman oeuvre, | intend my art to naturalise, eternalise and
idealise the represented image of the female.

| hope people can pause for a moment, gather themselves amidst today’s unnerving disquiet and
disruption, and retreat to the essence of nature—the most sincere, pristine, and chaste state of mind.
Only in that uncluttered composure can we truly appreciate and immortalise the everlasting pure
beauty bestowed upon humanity by the creator.

| place great weight on this exhibition as it centres around “woman” — my first-ever global showcase
dedicated to this theme. It holds profound artistic and emotional hefts, making it truly worth
cherishing.
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